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Finnish ς Russian Transboundary  
Water Cooperation 

  Å All trans-
boundary inland 
waters  

Å 18 watersheds 

Å Most waters 
flow from 
Finland to the 
Russian side 

 



Finnish ς Russian Transboundary  
Water Cooperation 

 ÅAgreement signed by Finland and the Soviet Union in 1964 

ÅJoint Comission meets annually: each Party appoints 6 
members, experts, secretary 

ÅLow threshold for initiating discussions 



Wide coverage of the topics 

ÅRegulations on impacts in neighbouring country 

ïWater flow and structural measures 

ïFloods and water scarcity 

ïTimber floating and water traffic 

ïFisheries and fish migration 

ïPollution and water quality 

ïPublic health and economy 

ÅCommon understanding of risks, benefits and costs in the 
broad sense 

 

 



The Lake Saimaa - River Vuoksi System 

Å Catchment  70 000 km2 

ïFinland 77 %, Russia 23 % 
 

Å Lake Saimaa  

ïsurface 4 460 km2 

ïprecipitation ~ 600 mm/a 

ïwater level fluctuation 3,3 m, 
annual mean 0,7 m 

 

Å River Vuoksi natural discharge 

ïmean  600 m3/s 

ïmax   1170 m3/s 

ïmin      220 m3/s 
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Climate change scenarios in Finland 

Å Increased occurrence and variability of heavy 
precipitation and drought periods 

ÅShorter snow period, more abundant autumn and 
winter floods, less severe spring floods 

ÅAlterations in ice conditions 


