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Natural capital & development 

Natural 
Capital 

Food 

Energy Water 

GMS growth depends hugely on 

subregionõs natural capital é 



Natural 
Capital 

Over-
exploitation 

Infra-structure 
development 

Land use 
change 

Climate change 

é sustainability depends on ability to 

manage increasing pressures 

GMS ecosystems are under 

pressure 



Several GMS transboundarty 

biodiversity landscapes (TBL) 

are intersected with economic 

corridors 

Fragmentation of GMS 

ecosystems 
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Managing risks 

Prosperity 

CEP at its heart . . . 

Two key concepts: 

Å  (Re) invest in natural 
capital 

ÅOptimize allocation of 
scarce resource and 
manage competition 



(Re) invest in natural capital in GMS 

TBLs 

...To date CEP has 
leveraged over  US$ 90 
million investment in 
ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΧ   

Χ¢ƻǘŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ of 
ecosystem services 
assessed in biodiversity 
conservation corridor 
areas amounts to US$ 
9.3 ōƛƭƭƛƻƴΧ 

ΧIǳƎŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŎƘŀƛƴ 
development and employment  

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΧΦ 



Reconciling 
priorities 
between 

competing 
sectors 

Optimizing 
energy mix 

Optimizing 
land allocation 

Optimizing 
water 

allocation 

 

Optimize allocation of scarce 

resources and manage competition 
Social wellbeing and 

inclusive growth 

Food security 



Case 1: Environmental 

Analysis of GMS RIF 

Environmental Risk 

Environmental risk and 
opportunity map for the 
GMS 



Case 1: Environmental 

Analysis of GMS RIF 

Identification economic and 
environmental risk mitigation 
opportunities based on suitability analysis 



Case 2: SEA of PDP Viet Nam 

Diversification of energy 
mix (energy security): 
Understanding trade-
offs of different power 
development options 

 Zone of influence and 

impacts of candidate hydro-
power and thermal plants 

Power demand forecast 



ÅStrong policy framework is prerequisite 

Å Appraisal, implementation and monitoring 
mechanism needs to be institute 

Å Identification of appropriate entry point is a must 

ÅStrong engagement with planning processes 
and cross-sector coordination is required  

Å Invest in information generation (e.g. valuation) 
and build technical capacity 

Lessons Learned 



ÅFacilitate multi-sectoral dialogue in trans-

boundary/ regional context 

ïMulti-sectoral planning 

ÅFacilitate knowledge transfer/exchange and 

build technical capacity 

ïLand use change simulation 

ïIntegrated water-energy planning tools 

ïEconomics of natural capital 

ÅSupport development of enabling policy 

environment 

 

CEPôs future role 



Example of a priority  area 



THANK YOU ! 
 

www.gms -eoc.org  


